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Eastern Armenian National Corpus (EANC) is a comprehensive linguistic database of annotated texts in Standard Eastern Armenian from the mid 19th century to the present. The EANC text collection contains some 90 million words and is enhanced with a powerful search engine. EANC is freely available at www.eanc.net. EANC comprises both written and spoken Armenian texts. The written subcorpus includes fiction and nonfiction works by over 350 authors. EANC press subcorpus includes over 6500 issues of Armenian periodicals from 1870s to today's news websites. The oral subcorpus is represented by hundreds of hours of spontaneous dialogs in Yerevan dialect, TV talk shows, movies, and many other audio sources. EANC site also features a full-access electronic library with over 100 Armenian classic titles. Since EANC provides samples of the actual Standard Eastern Armenian usage across periods, genres, and discourse formats, it can be used as a powerful educational resource in Armenian studies. To help non-native speakers use the resource, EANC provides English translations for about 80 percent of words. EANC can also be used as a cross-disciplinary research tool in the fields as diverse as literature studies, journalism, history, and cultural studies. 
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Program Description:
Eastern Armenian Corpus-based Studies Program offers academic research grants to students and professors. The purpose of the program is revisiting underdeveloped and developing new descriptive and theoretical linguistic concepts in Armenian studies fostered by corpus-based studies. 

Research grants will be awarded on the basis of merit of the proposed study, academic record, work experience. Grants are provided to enable professors and students make corpus-based linguistic researches in Armenian studies on the following topics:
I. Morphology and lexicon

1. Functional approach to Eastern Armenian definite article

2. Relational nouns (սեղան-ի-ն-ը)

3. Locative: lexical distribution and variation

4. Genitive and dative: one or two cases?

5. Forms of address in Eastern Armenian

6. Functional analysis of the past domain in Eastern Armenian

7. Indicative future vs. present conditional with future reference: comparative analysis

8. Destinative: nonfinite verbal form or inflected infinitive?

9. Connegative: nonfinite form or element of the subjunctive paradigm?

10. Evidentiality 
11. Debitive

12. Nonfinite verbal forms under nominalization

13. Valency changing derivations

14. Morphological statistics (EANC based)

15. Diachronical and cross-genre analysis of tendencies in Eastern Armenian grammar (e.g. evolution of the nominal declension)

16. Database of Armenian descriptive tradition (would comprise descriptive solutions and approaches suggested in the existing grammar studies)

II. Syntax

1. Government and argument structure

2. Word order in auxiliary-headed clauses

3. Direct and indirect object

4. Cases governed by adpositions

5. Infinitival constructions

6. Focus and topic in Eastern Armenian

III. Dialect studies

1. Recording dialects

2. Transcribing dialects

3. Nominal (verbal) inflection in dialects

IV. Oral discourse
1. Lexical properties of oral texts

2. Reference tracking in oral discourse

3. Productive patterns for neologisms in the verbal system

4. Negation: tendencies observed in modern oral texts

5. Code-switching (Armenian – English – Russian)

6. Serialization in oral discourse

7. Discourse markers

8. Expression of epistemic status

9. Principles of scientific transcription of oral discourse

V. EANC development

1. EANC texts, copy editing

2. EANC translation dictionaries (Armenian-Russian, Armenian-English), copy editing

3. Checking markup in EANC grammatical dictionary

4. Lexical grammatical homonymy markup

5. Analysis of word lists unparsed by EANC parser (or analysis of typical mistakes in EANC texts etc.)

6. English translation equivalents update 

7. EANC wordlist update (e.g. personal names, place names, abbreviations, acronyms)

8. Semantic markup (lexicalized passives and causatives, animacy etc.)

9. Formal rules for old to new orthography conversion

10. Phonetic dictionary

11. Spontaneous oral discourse, recording

12. Spontaneous oral discourse, scientific transcription

Applicants may consult the Program Committee for further details on any of the topics listed above. An applicant may also suggest his or her own research topic, which will be evaluated by the Program Committee. Applications for covering any expenses other than corpus-based linguistic research ones in Armenian studies will not be considered. The awarded grants will range from $300 to $2000.

Timelines: 
Application deadline: July 15, 2008 
Notification of acceptance: September 1, 2008 
Interview: September 15, 2008 


Please, submit your applications by e-mail to Victoria Khurshudyan – vk@corpustechnologies.com. Further details regarding the program and guidelines for applying may be found in the application 
Selection
Research topics are selected in an open competition. Grant awarding decisions are made by EACTP Program Committee based on the quality of application, written research proposals and academic records (for students). 
Documents Required Upon Application:

In addition to the application form below, please, send the following documents. Documents should be either in Armenian or in Russian or in English.

1. Curriculum Vitae (CV should include complete work history, extra-curricular activities, academic awards and publications);
2. Undergraduate and graduate transcripts (for students);

Please, also include any information you feel may be relevant in the evaluation of your application.
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APPLICATION

· All questions must be answered

· All applications must be completed in Armenian, or in English or in Russian
Personal Information:


Last Name 





First Name 


Date of Birth (day/month/year)



City and Country of Birth

Gender:
female_____ male_____

Mailing Address:

Number and Street



Apartment Number






City 





Zip Code



Country


Telephone




Fax Number



E-mail

Educational Background:

Highest degree completed

Doctorate____
    Kandidat____
MA____
Diploma____
     BA____
Other______________
      Name
Name of Graduate University/College___________________________________________________________

City, Country______________________________________________________________________________

Major ____________________________________ Degree Received__________________________________

Number of Years completed __________________ Dates Attended ___________________________________










mm/dd/yy
to
mm/dd/yy

Name of Undergraduate University/ College _____________________________________________________

City, Country______________________________________________________________________________

Major ____________________________________ Degree Received__________________________________

Number of Years completed __________________ Dates Attended ___________________________________










mm/dd/yy
to
mm/dd/yy

Research Project Proposal:

Proposals should not exceed 1000 words (3 pages). Please, keep up with the following structure:

1. Title

2. Abstract: Introduce the thesis and make a summary of the target research.
3. Significance and Objective: State the significance of the target research topic and the objectives to be achieved. 
4. Detailed Plan and Methods: Outline the steps you will take to achieve the objectives. State the methods to be used.
5. Time Schedule: State the timeline of each step of the project.
Application submission DEADLINE: July 15, 2008 


Applications should be sent by e-mail to Victoria Khurshudyan – vk@corpustechnologies.com.

Further details regarding the program and guidelines for applying may be found in the application form which may be found at www.eanc.net.
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